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We Gained Nothing 


By Mike Harris 

The 1982 elections have come and gone and the American 
worker is no better off than they were before November 2. 

As Of this moment there is nearly 11 percent of the workforce. 
unemployed, or 13 million workers. There is 20 percent unem¬ 
ployment for black Americans and nearly a full 50 percent unem¬ 
ployment for black youth. “Discouraged” and part time workers 
(many of whom need full time jobs but can’t find them) equal 
roughly another 20 percent. 

As the cold weather rapidly approaches and as unemployment 
and other social benfits either run out or are cut there will be 
literally hundreds of thousands of starving and near frozen — if 
not frozen — people. Minorities, the aged and the very young will 
suffer the most. Yet there is little being done by the unions and 
community organizations to help buffer against this suffering. 

No one can deny that a crisis exists. Yet all of labor’s official¬ 
dom could do or say is “Go directly to the local COPE (Commit¬ 
tee on Political Education, the AFL-CIO’s political action 
committee) campaign office. Volunteer. Stuff envelopes ... Use 
that phone ... Work like your job depends on it, because it does” 
(AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. Donahue speaking before the Cement, 
Lime & Gypsum Workers convention). Organized labor did just 
that and therefore could claim credit for the sweeping Democratic 
' party victory. History, however, should have taught the American 
working class that the Democrats, like the Republicans, are not 
our “friends”. Our class interests are not with any capitalist party, 
or any political party for that matter. Our class interests can only 
be defended and advanced when we organize independently of all 
political parties, when we organize as a class for itself and for no 
other classes. 

It is very convenient for the labor officialdom to forget that 
their Democratic friend Jimmy Carter was the President when 
this crisis began — back in the summer of 1980. 

And they are forgetting that Carter’s policies, the policies of the 
Democratic party, were almost the same as Reagan’s, the Demo¬ 
crats answer for inflation was unemployment. Reagan’s policies 
have merely excelerated the rate of unemployment and poverty. 

Carter’s cure for the federal budget debt was cutbacks in social 
programs and federal jobs. Carter’s policy, again the policy of the 
Democratic party, was one of massive expenditures. 
He proposed the MX missile program, and the first massive 
military buildup since the close of the Vietnam War. 

The AFL-CIO and all of the independent unions have also 
forgotten the fact that the Democratic party has been the majority 
in the House of Representatives these past two years. Therefore it 



AFL-CIO poster for the 250,000 strong 1981 Solidarity Day dem¬ 
onstration in Washington D.C. 
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was these “friends of labor” who allowed Reagan to carry out his 
austerity program. 

If this isn’t enough, workers need only look at the record to see 
that both the Democrats and the Republicans were united in their 


Direct Action Continues 


By Brian Burch 

On November 11th, 72 people were arrested in an attempt to 
blockade Litton Industries and halt production of the guidance 
system for the Cruise Missile. Faced with police attacks and a 
realization of the role of the state in protecting capital, The 
Alliance for Non-Violent Action is in the process of reforming 
itself in response to the current situation. 


The November 11th action was an escalation in resistance to 
the production of the guidance system at the Rexdale plant. It was 



also an escalation in the response of the police force in it protec¬ 
tion of the munitions plant, perhaps in some small way linked to 
the October 14th Direct Action effort. 

The over 450 uniformed officers, 40 of whom were mounted 
on horseback, had blockaded both ends of City View Drive, the 
road one must take to enter the gates of Litton. Faced with this, 
the 150 blockaders p]us support demonstrators,., divided into 
north and south wings to attempt to ensure no vehicle entered 
City View Drive. Those of us at the south end were faced with few 
vehicles and almost no police harassment. Those at the north end, 
however, had a first-hand education into what the Metro Toronto 
Police will do to protect the interests of business. 

From 6:30 a.m., when the blockade started, until 1:30, when 
both ends were united at the North End to discuss alternatives, 
those committing civil disobedience; as well as a few others, were 
dragged across gravel and concrete, prodded with flashlights and 
night-sticks, thrown onto pavement, pulled by hair, ridden into 
by horses and 60 were arrested. Police attention was arbitrary, 
with some people being dragged off and left on the grass lining the 
road, others carried to waiting vans and a few, such as David 
Collins, who had his face smashed into the pavement and then 
thrown into a paddy wagon, being subjected to brutality of an 
extreme nature. Both of the events co-ordinators were arrested 
early in the event, neither of whom were participating in the 
blockade at the time of arrest. Most were charged with obstruct¬ 
ing or resisting an officer, although one was charged with 
trespassing! 

Films of the event show that certain groups were treated with 
more severity than others. Members of the gay affinity group 
Women’s action for peace, as well as similar politically oriented 
affinity groups were more likely to recieve physical abuse, while 
being less likely to be subjected to abuse. 

At a 1:30 meeting of the affinity groups, it was decided to try a 
new action, that of trying to climb the fence between the highway 
and City View Drive, near the main gates of Litton. If successful, 
we would then block the gates of Litton for the 3:00 p.m. shift 
change. 20 attempted the fence, 12 got over and were subjected to 

see Litton p.3 


supp ort fo r crushing the PATCO strike, the recent rail strike, the 
miners strikes and strikes by public employees. Time^fteFtTihe 
the Democrats, like their competitors, have squarely sided with 
the ruling class when it has come to life and death issues concern¬ 
ing the working and poor classes. 

Little do people, including many workers, realize that it was 
Carter who laid plans for crushing PATCO. Nor do they realize 
that this fall the overwhelming majority of Democrats in Con¬ 
gress — including the liberals’ darling Edward Kennedy — voted 
for legislation which made the railroad engineers strike illegal 
—taking away their right to strike for three years. 

The simple truth of the matter is that both parties in the U.S. 
are not “friends of labor” or the poor. They are capitalist parties 
that have only one interest in mind: maintaining capitalism and a 
vast reserve army of unemployed. 

The focus on the elections this year, as in the past and the 
future, was totally wrong. And solidarity cannot be allowed to be 
an empty phrase. 

We, as working people, can no longer tolerate or allow the 
union bureaucrats, or for that matter any other bureaucrat, to 
side track the real struggle. The struggle for a humane society, a 
society where there are no masters or slaves. This struggle can 
only be won through independent organizations and actions and 
not through the electoral system. 


Peace Bashing 

by Alexander Bazarov 

As the peace movemenf in Toronto begins to gain popular 
attention and support, police repression intensifies. One week 
following the Dec. 8 raid on the offices of World Emergencv 
Project in Trent University, police from Metro Toronto raided the 
offices of the Cruise Missile Conversion Project and Alliance for 
Non-Violent Action. It appears that the police have seized the 
October 14 Litton bombing as a pretext to disrupt, intimidate and 
harrass groups and individuals of the anti-nuclear movement. 
The method the state is willing to use in opposing the peace 
movements is clearly manifested in the case of Ivan LeCouvie, a 
member of the Cruise Missile Conversion Project in Peterbo¬ 
rough. LeCouvie was arrested and interrogated for over 12 hours 
in his alleged connection with the October 14th bombing. 
Although the charge was later dropped, Crown Attorney Nor¬ 
man Mutusiak nevertheless attempted to prove the existence of a 
Soviet conspiracy. The revival of the Cold War rhetoric, the 
increasing brutalization against the Litton demonstrators, and 
the recent police raids may well be the beginning of a new wave of 
state repression against the more militant fraction of the peace 
movement. 



YOU'RE. RICM/THIS BA CRUCIAL i 
TIHE.WE CAMT AFFOflb TO BE 
PASSIVE SPECTATORS'If Wt SIT 
BACK m LET Thtn GET AWA7 
.ont Iftf WE WILL 
finb OUR fREEDOn 




































2. STRIKE! 


December 31,1982 



Liberal Anarchism 


Dear STRIKE! 

Pat Murtagh’s curious assumption that Direct Action is a 
police provocateur group is interesting. Only time will tell. His 
assertion that the FLQ was a police creation simply has no basis 
in fact now that the FLQ is history. Although there was marginal 
infiltration, he doesn’t distinguish that from creation, two differ¬ 
ent things. 

“The very fact that no arrests have been made in connection' 
with the BC Hydro bombing is grounds for suspicion.” I’m 
amazed at such cheerleading for the power of the state from an 
anarchist. Sabotage is an old and sometimes successful tactic and 
should not be confused, as Pat obviously does, with guerrilla 
warfare and armed struggle. Anarchists have always taken a 
balanced view of violence, neither outrightly condemning or 
condoning it; but measuring their view of it upon the nature of the 
circumstances of the particular situation. 

“The fact that the bombing was technically well done is 
grounds for suspicion itself.” Is Pat saying if something is done 
well then it must be the work of the police? Would this apply to 
professionally produced newspapers like STRIKE! and Open 
Road? Must be the cops? 

Murtagh’s further writing that the BC Hydro bombing embar¬ 
rassed citizens groups and “legitimate” protest is the kind of stuff 
expected from liberals. Have liberals decided to sanitize anar¬ 
chism, to gentrify anarchism? Have liberals decided to call them¬ 
selves anarchists? Is that what’s going on? 

I am condemning liberal State worshipping stances from peo¬ 
ple who call themselves anarchists and also condemning talk of 
legitimacy. When anarchism becomes legit it won’t be anarchism. 
For example, would Pat refuse to support the French Anarchist 
Federation’s radio station because in the eyes of the State (eyes of 
Murtagh apparently) it is illegitimate, even illegal? 

Pat’s Tut-tutting rhetoric about “building solid organizations” 
is really too much. Apparently he wants our efforts right now to 
go into building some Dinosaurs of the future to replace the 
present day variety. 

Christopher Cooper 
Washington, D.C. . 

For the Record 


Dear STRIKE! 

I am writing this in response primarily to comrade Murtagh’s 
appeal in the Oct. 15th issue. I too go on record as opposing the 
bombing of the B.C. Hydro substation. Much the same criticism 
could be directed at the Litton Industry attack in southern Ontar¬ 
io, which according to the establishment press here, today’s edi¬ 
tion, was also the work of Direct Action by the latter’s own 
admission. Once again, a professional job by the sound of it, in 
this case some injuries but no deaths (perhaps due to a minor fault 
in timing) and as yet no arrests. It will be interesting to see what 
kind of roadblocks and “deadends” the Toronto police come up 
against in all this. 

One thing that wasn’t mentioned before this time was the role, 
a predictable one I may add, of the Vancouver based anarchist 
journal Open Road. OR did receive a copy (interesting) of Direct 
Action’s communique and judging at least from the title of that 
paper’s article on the subject (“Direct Action Gives Satisfaction”, 
OR, Summer 1982) they would appear to be in favour. Now very 
likely someone from the West Coast will soon write to STRIKE! 
denying all of the above with their excuses dressed up in verbiage 
about “open-mindedness”. Certainly D.A.’s rhetoric which OR 
quoted liberally, sounds to these ears like a cop trying to sound like 
a. leftist. Open minded? Feebleminded is more like it. At this 
juncture I hasten to add that the anarchists in Regina did not 
receive a copy of DA’s trash. The Post Office has been kind 
enough to place a large metal container near to our postal box 
which we do not hesitate in using when the situation warrants. 
Word must be getting around. Or could it be the police have 
realized that people who are bright enough to base their political 
beliefs on something a bit more substantial than empty denuncia¬ 
tions of a virtually non-existant “capitalist” class are also unlikely 
to fall for such an obvious con job on the part of Canada’s 
national protection racket. Could they think that, or would this 
be assuming too much foresight on the part of “dumb coppers”? 

On another topic I should perhaps make just a few comments 
on Linda Jencson’s piece (“We Live in a Class Society”). It- 
appears to me, as I think it would to even the casual reader, that 
Linda is reacting very strongly to something which she finds 
intolerable, which I can surmise has to do with a thing called the 
theory of the managerial revolution. N’est-ce pas? Since I have 
written to STRIKE! on this subject before at length I shall only 
touch on it here in point form ... 

1) Because someone opposes a marxist view of class it does not 
follow i.e. non sequitur, that they do not believe in a class system 
at all. You have established a strawman in terms of what you think 
others believe without evidence in this regard , and then proceed to 
demolish your own creation. 

2) You deny a principle which has been basic to libertarian 
socialist/anarchist theory since the nineteenth century which is 
that power not money is the prime mover in politics and society 
generally. Because power happens to be expressed in capitalist 
terms in a given period in history does not mean that this will 
always be the case. The world is changing Linda and it is vital that 



As we chart our course for the new year it is timely to look back' 
on 1982 and appropriate to feel some genuine satisfaction at 
having survived it in somewhat better shape than we began the 
year. Almost to our collective amazement, we managed to stick 
very closely to our monthly production schedule plus exceed our 
quota of ten issues annually. This has been no mean accomplish¬ 
ment considering the many problems we’ve faced not the least of 
which have been financial. In addition, despite our very limited 
abilities and human resources we’ve also managed to improve the 
quality of the paper though hardly to our full satisfaction. 

Presently despite the disappointing response to our fundraising 
drive so far, there is further some relief in the knowledge that 
STRIKE! faces no immediate prospect of bankruptcy. The 
number of people participating in STRIKE! production is also up 
modestly and a small but determined core of supporters has 
crystalized around the paper. Nonetheless, factors such as the 
worsening ‘recession’ and the general isolation of the radical left 
(not to mention the anti-authoritarian left) have sunk other publi¬ 
cations which once had vastly greater resources than ours. 

We remain very vulnerable to a similar fate. Avoiding it abso¬ 
lutely requires your support throughout 1983 and beyond. But in 
the meantime the interlude until we publish our February issue 
will temporarily lessen our heavy loads, give the ‘administration’ 
a chance to do internal housekeeping to improve the paper’s 
operation and permit us to embark on some new, minor cost 
cutting measures. Enough said. Not wanting to conclude on a 
mundane not all of us at STRIKE! would like to wish you, our 
readers, the best in the new year. Cheers! 


we change with it or be doomed to eternal marginality. Incidently 
I find it interesting that most feminists, which I presume is a label 
you would accept personally, generally put a great deal of empha¬ 
sis on relationships of power (within their theories) and other 
non-capitalist categories. 

3) Finally would Brezhnev spend the day with a street cleaner? He 
probably would on occasions when there might be some propa¬ 
ganda “capital” to be “accumulated”. Certainly his partner in 
crime, the Nazi, Julius Streicher was very big on the “common 
touch”. 

Yours in solidarity, 
Werner Scott 
Regina Saskatchewan, 

The Real issues 
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(Weathermen), astrology as a radical technology (Liberation 
magazine of some years back), test tube babies as absolutely 
necessary for female liberation (Firestone — ‘The Dialectic of 
Sex’), anarchists who support Third World Communist dictator¬ 
ships in murdering their own comrades, and literally hundreds of 
other examples of the idiocy that we like to sweep under the carpet 
this idea that my article told the police something they didn’t 
know already is beneath contempt. The idea that people with this 
sort of mentality imagine that they can outwit the secret police is 
appalling. 

But, of course, few people who are capable of tying their own 
shoes could really believe such a ridiculous claim. But is is a nice 
convenient way of diverting attention from the real issues, a way 
that is, unfortunately, as absurd as the leftist psychopathology of 
so many so-called anarchists whose first response to an unfash¬ 
ionable opinion is to demand censorship. The real issue is the 
actual effects of the Direct Action bombings. These I think I have 
described accurately in my previous letter. The effects are every¬ 
thing that a secret police force could desire. History, that much 
maligned storehouse of experience that so many purposefully 
ignorant people choose to ignore, demonstrates the central role 
that agent provocateurs have always played in such situations. 
There are always, however, a lot of pathetic dupes ready to be 
manipulated by the police. 

The second issue is the morality of such actions. Hopefully 
anarchism is not just a matter of using the proper rhetoric and the 
“liberated” version of good table manners. Those who like to 
prove what great heroes they are can shoot their mouths off as 
much as they wish as long as they endanger nobody but them- 

See Letters p.3 
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Dear Comrades, 

Rumour has it that my previous open letter on the Vancouver 
Island bombings was, in a way comprehensible only to a true. 
believer, “of aid to the police”. 

Anybody who could believe such a scenario could believe * 
anything. There’s a nice old fashioned non-political word for 
anyone who could believe that the police don’t have a certain 
segment of the BC anarchists under investigation concerning the 
Direct Action (sic) bombings, my article or not, and that word is 
stupid. Now, after almost 16 years of playing this game. I’ve come 
to accept that stupidity and insanity is the normal state of mind of 
far-too much of the North American left. But even for a left that 
has produced “smoking dope and listening to rock music will 
make revolutionaries”, Charley Manson as a revolutionary hero 
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Direct Action at GE 


By Mitchell Cohen 

In New York City on October 13th, the 
Freeze & Scream affinity group staged a crea¬ 
tive disruption of the regular functioning of the 
General Electric Building today, in protest over 
the General Electric Company’s production 
and assembly of nuclear weapons. G.E. is the 
fourth largest recipient of Department of 
Defense contracts, and manufacturers, among 
many other war-related material, warheads for 
the Minuteman missile system, part of the MX 
mutliple war-head nuclear weapon. 

Members of Freeze & Scream managed to 
enter the building at 570 Lexington Avenue, 
despite tight security at the doors and elevators. 
They proceeded to the 46th floor, climbed a 
small flight of stairs, and entered the Executive 
Dining Room, where G.E. executives were 
feasting during the noontide break. 

During the rather dramatic silence that fell 
over the penthouse, several Freeze & Screamers 
rose from their liberated table to speak to the 
gathered executives; they pointed out the 
dangers of nuclear war and the role of General 
Electric in bringing such a war that much 
closer. They specifically targetted the execu¬ 
tives for their duplicity in their slogan: “G.E. 
We bring good things to life.” They announced 
that there were no demands they were putting 
forth, stating simply that as long as General 
Electric and other corporations continue to 
manufacture and assemble nuclear weapons. 
Freeze & Scream will continue to organize crea¬ 
tive disruptions and direct actions, intent on 
shutting down all business as usual. 

Within ten minutes of entry, a number of 
security guards surrounded the protesters, who 
refused to leave. Computer programmer Char¬ 
lie Walker, a member of Freeze & Scream, 
conducted a vote: “How many people here 
want us to leave?” Only two people raised their 

War 

Criminals 

Protested 

By Jon Bekken 

Ann Arbor, MI — More than 300 demon¬ 
strators gathered at the University of Michi-' 
gan’s Gerald Ford Library November 10th to 
protest a foreign policy conference featuring a 
variety of prominent war criminals. 

The two-day conference — sponsored by the 
University, the Gerald Ford Foundation, the 
Atlantic Council and the Former Members of 
Congress Association — brought such notor- j 
ious war criminals as Alexander Haig, Dean 
Rusk, William Rogers, Walt Rostow and Zbig¬ 
niew Brzezinski to the Ann Arbor campus. This 
conference was called to develop proposals for 
the repeal of the War Powers Act, which limits 
the ability of U.S. presidents to initiate a war 
.without Congressional approval, and follows 
on the heels of a conference last June by the 
Atlantic Council which concluded that a draft 
was necessary so that the U.S. government 
could “prepare for simultaneous wars in 
Europe, the Persian Gulf, and Northeast Asia.” 
Thus, the conference was an integral part of the 
current buildup of the already monstrous U.S. 
war machine. 

Following a 3-mile march from central cam¬ 
pus to the rally site at the Ford Library, protes¬ 
ters heard speeches from labor, anti-draft, 
Latin American solidarity, and disarmament 
groups (among others). Demonstrators then 
waited-for Haig and company to leave the 
building; chanting, singing and blocking one- 
half of the road in front of the library with the 
overflow crowd. 

As demonstrators chanted slogans such as 
“War Criminals Off Campus” and “No Draft, 
No War, U.S. Out of El Salvador”, Haig and 
the other conferees were led by police to waiting 
University buses and driven away. 

Earlier in the day, 50 protestors held a die-in 
outside a University building where the confe¬ 
rees were having lunch. 
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hands, to the chagrin of the security guards. 
“Come on,” said their leader, “how come none 
of you are raising your hands? Let’s go, hands 
up!” At which point, most people complied. 

“Now,” said Charlie, “How many people 
want us to stay?” Security lowered their hands, 
as did most of the execs. Only the Freeze & 
Screamers voted yea. “So, you’re going to 
leave, right?” 

“No way,” they chimed in unison. “You call 
that a vote? This is democracy?” 

The head of Security then turned to Screa¬ 
mer Mitchel Cohen, also a member of the Red 
Balloon Collective which had initiated the 
Freeze and Scream project as a nationwide 
movement last June 12th, with the dissemina¬ 
tion of 25,000 copies of Freeze & Scream: The 
Official Paper of the Nuclear Freeze Campaign. 
“You look like a man who is interested in fol¬ 
lowing rules,” he said. He was obviously 
thrown off track by Mitchel’s bi-annual suit, 

• tie, and well-groomed appearance (he didn’t 
notice the sneakers sticking under the table), 
that was necessary in order to slip undetected, 
with phone I.D.’s past the security guards in the 
lobby. “I think you’re talking to the wrong 
person,” Mitchel said. 

The speeches continued, and leaflets were 
distributed. Signs were hung on the windows. 
The whole building was abuzz with this simple, 
if audacious, action performed by a handful of 
people. Outer doors and elevators were sealed 
off by the guards. Workers were told not to 
leave, their offices. As the Freeze & Scream 
group was ‘escorted’ out of the building several 
hours later, workers jammed against the win¬ 
dows trying to see what was going on, reaching 
for leaflets, flashing peace signs, fists, and 
thumbs up signals. Nina Gorman and other 
Freeze & Screamers had leafletted the workers 
for two weeks prior to the action so that they 
would know what was happening, and so that 
they would not feel that the actions were in any 
directed against them. All work in the building 
was shut down for the afternoon as a result of 
this action, and new creative ideas swept the 
workers of G.E. 

More than 30 security personnel took part in 
sealing off the building; some made physical'’ 
threats against the affinity group of protesters. 
In spite of the general leaflets handed out, no 
prior notice — either to the police or to G.E. — 
was given. The direct action and disruption 
proceeded non-violently and successfully to 

Litton 

continued from p. 1 

more brutal attacks than those at the north end. 

Carie Stearns was thrown back over the 
fence by two metro police officers, thus falling 
over 8 feet, incurring severe cuts and bruises. 
Arrested and denied medical treatment for over 
twelve hours, she was required to go on anti¬ 
biotics due to infection. Two members of the 
gay affinity group had their faces pushed into 
the mud. One man from the High School Affin¬ 
ity Group was alscfseverely cut but he, having 
not gotten over the fence, was not charged. All 
who had gotten over the fence were charged, 
dragged through gravel with torn clothing and 
suffered from cuts, bruises and scrapes. 

At the jail, physical and verbal abuse con¬ 
tinued. One woman was denied medication, 
another strip searched five times and those who 
were held overnight were denied tood. Most of 
those arrested were released by the next morn¬ 
ing, although at the time of this writing, three 
are still being detained. Len Desroches, one of 
those arrested, spent a week in solitary confin- 
ment after being falsely accused by "guards of 
damaging a radio reciever in a cell. 

Tactical Debate 

In the weeks since the action, a great deal of 
debate has ensued in regards to the tactics of 

Chrysler Stril 

By Brian Amesly 

Five weeks on the picket line have paid off 
for Canadian Chrysler workers and in turn 
their U.S. counterparts. Their new Canadian 
contract contains an immediate $1.00 per hour 
wage gain plus- 15c COLA thus setting the patt¬ 
ern for the U.S. where the increases total 40(p 
less. They also gained a substantially better 
COLA formula based entirely on Canada’s 
higher inflation rate. 

These are significant gains won by deter¬ 
mined rand and file militance. Yet they still 
leave Chr^ler workers about $2.00 per hour 
behind GM and Ford workers. More, much 


accomplishing its goal. And protestors were 
neither arrested nor injured in any way. 

Said Mitchel Cohen: “We intend to be back. 
We intend to up the ante of disruption of all 
companies involved in war production. We will 
fight U.S. imperialism wherever it raises its ugly 
head. Our plans are to do direct actions across 
the country for two days in November, three 
days in December, four days in January, and so 
on, until we shut the war machine down.” 

Similar actions were planned for several dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country. Anti-draft activities 
at Stony Brook University on Long Island, 


anti-ROTC activities in Western Pennsylvania, 
and other forms of actions in San Francisco, 
Philadelphia, and elsewhere. Freeze & Scream 
is organizing a monthly “Nationwide Morato¬ 
rium”, and urges all groups and individuals 
committed to the doing of (and not simply 
talking about) direct action to contact them, 
and do it. 

For further information, write to Freeze & 
Scream, PO Bx 366, E. Setauket, NY 11733, or 
call Mitchel Cohen (212-449-0037 or 516-246- 
3673,4,5 (leave message)) or Nina Gorman (212- 
685-4774 during the day): 
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Up and over the Litton fence. 


defense and future forms of the movement. It structure, such as giving critical support to the 

seems that the defense will attempt to both New Democratic Party, in an effort to appeal to 

attack the state for its protection of Litton and everyone to stop the cruise. Others, mostly 

to try and condemn Litton as being the real those who faced the police most directly, may 

criminal who the police were protecting. Peter separate into a new group, due to concerns that 

Rosenthal, a legal advisor to ANVA, has pres- the peace movement must not stop being a 

ented an information to a justice of the peace, force for radical social transformation, which 

citing violations of laws in regards both to the will happen if its growth is no longer based on 

manufacturing of explosives and of treason. decentralized, local bodies and affinity groups 

With trials for thoe on the inside in process and but on working within the existing order to 
for the others to be set December 13, it seems reform it. 

that the interrelation between state oppression While working to have a December 9 dem¬ 
and military buildup will once again be exposed onstration at 4:00 p.m. at the Toronto Federal 

during these political trials. Liberal Party Headquarters opposing the test- , 

The growing acceptability of the peace ing of the cruise in Canada went well, it may be 

movement, as witnessed by Toronto Mayor Art the last time that social democrats and anar- 

Eggleton’s support of the November 11th chists will be able to work togehter. Long term 

actions, is leading to internal debate as the activists, dedicated to direct action and grass- 

future of The Cruise Missile Conversion Pro- roots organizing may soon split into more defi- 

ject and other peace groups based on collective nite anarchist-type groupings and with those 

and affinity group structure. One segment interested in reform tactics moving closer to the 

wants to strengthen ties to the existing power N.D.P. 


5 Ends 

more, was possible but it would have required 
far greater outside support than the union 
bureaucracy within the UAW and the trade 
unions generally wanted to mobilize. Only the 
Canadian UAW and some U.S. Chrysler locals 

gave significant support. 

Consequently, restoring wage parity becomes 
a mandatory beginning point in making 1984, 
contract demands. In the meantime Canadian 
Chrysler workers can make parity more attai¬ 
nable by backing demands for an effective 
break with the U.S. dominated union responsi¬ 
ble for concessions in the first place; Doug. 
Fraser and Owen Birber’s UAW. 



" All they think about is money../' 
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Makno Re-visited 


Michael Malet, Nestor Makhno in the Russian Civil War, Macmil¬ 
lan (1982), 232 + xxvii pp. 

In February 1921 the hard pressed Makhnovist insurgent army 
seized the town of Korocha in Kursk province and used the local 
printing facilities to run off a lot of propoganda. Among the items 
printed was a pamphlet on “free soviets.” In the midst of their 
| life-and-death struggle with the Red Army, the Makhnovists were 
still trying to put forward a postive program, to promote the 
“third revolution” which would sweep away the Bolshevik 
bureaucracy. 

The new book on Makhno by Michael Malet is very concerned 
to understand the Makhnovist movement in terms of its own aims 
and methods and to situate it within the historical context ofthe 
| Russian Civil War. Although there has been a resurgence of 
interest in Makhno during the last 15 years, Malet’s book is the 
first new study to be written by an author who claims sympathy 
with Makhno and his ideals. Typically Makhno has suffered at 
the hands of Ukrainian nationalists (for whom he is a “betrayer”) 
t or German Mennonites (for whom he is literally the Antichrist). 

In Soviet historiography, on the other hand, Makhno is con¬ 
sistently portrayed as a drunken, lecherous, anti-Semite who led a 
gang of “debauched declasse Kulaks” (Trotsky). In Makhno’s 
home town of Gulai Polye (known as Makhnograd at the height 
of his movement) one can today find a Soviet museum dedicated 
to his “atrocities.” 

As Malet points out, this picture is inconsistent with the real 
ability of the Makhnovists to field a modern army with armoured 
cars, trains, artillery, and even airplanes. Despite the level of 
expertise required, the insurgent army was thoroughly proletar¬ 
ian and did not employ ex-tsarist “specialists” like the Red Army. 

Any writer about the Makhnovist movement is faced with the 
lack of primary sources and the necessary reliance on hostile 
commentators. For example, of the two most important policy 
statements produced by the movement, one has completely disap¬ 
peared and the other is available only in Bulgarian. Makhno 
himself in his memoirs laments the loss ot the movement’s 
archives in the Civil War, particularly the extensive collection of 
photographs. 

The loss of primary material has not only occured in the Soviet 
Union. Although three volumes of Makhno’s memoirs were pub¬ 
lished, the manuscript of the fourth volume (dealing with 1919, 


the most important year of his life) has been lost. 

From another point of view, we are lucky to know as much as 
we do about the Makhnovist movement. There were other exten¬ 
sive peasant insurrections at the same time in the Soviet Union 
about which we know next to nothing. The fact that the Makhno¬ 
vist movement (like the Kronstadt revolt) took place on the 
periphery of the country, permitted information about it to reach 
the outside world. The escape abroad of Makhno with some of his 
lieutenants was nothing short of miraculous. 

It is very seldom in history that peasants have had the oppor¬ 
tunity to show how they would like to organize rural society. 
Under,the Makhnovist movement all the land was distributed and 
then communes were formed — from the bottom up. Makhno 
himself worked on a commune near Gulyai Polye, name, oddly 
enough, after Rosa Luxemburg. 


Makhno as he appears in 
a Soviet poster of the 
Civil War period. 


The pathologically anti-peasant Bolsheviks set up collective or 
state farms on the large estates instead of distributing the land. In 
many cases these farms were run by the same proprietors as under 
the old regime! 

The Bolsheviks also subscribed to the hallowed Marxist notion 
that peasants were incapable of combining in their own interests, 
but were always the pawns of other classes. But in 1920-21 they 


I am the Indian Voice 
I long to be heard across our land. 

I have been a prisoner of war for more than 
two hundred years on my very own soil! 

I am a captive of hate, greed, lies, prejudice, 

indifference, ignorance, injustice, 

by men who outnumber me and my people 

since they have landed on my shores 

and have overrun my home land. They have wrought 

on their society, their religion, and their laws, 

all of which have caused the number of my people 

to become less today than when he first came 

with his false promises to our shores. 

I am the collective Indian Voice 
and I cry out from a million graves of unresting 
souls and another million cries that ask the 
questions: where does my future belong and to whom: 
Does it belong to my people? 

, Is it to prosper on the land that is rightfully mine? 


found themselves facing a series of autonomous peasant revolts 
which somehow managed to get by without outside leadership. 

The Makhnovists differed from the other peasant movements 
mainly in their positive program. They were not hostile to the 
cities but tried to form links with the urban working class. Twice 
during the Civil War the Makhnovists exchanged grain for textiles 
with Moscow factory workers. Makhno himself never succeeded 
in carrying his movement to the working class (he denounced 
some workers at one congress as “lap-dogs of the bourgeoisie”) 
but at least he tried to carry on a dialogue. 

Of course Makhno and many other prominent figures in the 
movement were ideological anarchists and this showed up in 
certain peculiarities of the Makhnovists. For example, their pro¬ 
pensity to blow up prisons wherever they found them and the 
printing of money which stated on the back that no one would be 
prosecuted for forging it. 

More fundamentally, anarchist ideas provided the peasants 
with the means of understanding the momentous social changes 
taking place and helped them to envisage a new society. Ironi¬ 
cally, most of the anarchist groups in Russia were urban-based 
and concentrated their efforts on the working class. 

Trotsky once said he would rather see the Whites occupy the 
Ukraine than Makhno. And the White leader Deniken is on 
record as preferring the Bolsheviks to Makhno. So naturally there 
was no future for the Makhnovists in a country controlled by 
either of their major enemies. 

Why did the Makhnovist movement ultimately fail? The 
movement was forced to depend more and more on military 
strength to preserve it from its powerful enemies. Disease, 
drought, and famine, which were endemic in 1921, were disas¬ 
trous to the Bolsheviks but even more so to the insurgents. But to 
the end the Makhnovists retained their base of support in the 
peasantry. 

In the Soviet Union today 40 per cent of the population still live 
in villages, Collectivization destroyed the political power of the 
peasantry but instead of creating a higher mode of production in 
the countryside, the Bosheviks merely introduced a system for 
controlling the rural population. Thus the peasant problem 
remains unsolved and the Makhnovshchina retains its relevance 
even in our own times. 

S. Alexander 


The Indian Voice 


Yes, it does, and it shall, for my voice shall not 
be stilled nor my spirit stopped from soaring 
to the heights of greatness which my people 
have known and shall know again. 


I am the Indian Voice — 

I shall be heard and my people shall see 

The Mother Earth provides and the Great Spirit guide 
so that truth is known from shore to shore 
by the voice of a proud Indian Race. 

Leonard Peltier 

Okalla Prison 


Letters 

continued from p. 2 

selves or those who, like myself, have signed on the bus knowing 
full well that it is full of bozoes and who are willing to take the 
risk. Those peace activists and non-aligned leftists have not 
signed on our bus. I may not care for many of them. Unlike some 
anarchists I don t think that these “anti-authoritarians” have a 
great repository of wisdom that we need to draw from. I would 
prefer more anarchism and far less fashionable leftism. But what¬ 
ever I may think of them neither I nor any other anarchist has any 
right to expose them to police retaliation. They haven’t signed on 
£ or Th° se who help the police in this manner are no better 
than the CPC-ML pushing people into the waiting arms of the 
riot squad. 

In Solidarity, 

' Pat Murtagh 

Workers Anonymous 


Dear Comrades, 
tf very glad to come across a paper which calls itself 

“anarchist” which is open to publishing heterodox opinions such 
as the article on nationalism. Most papers are frozen into endor¬ 
sing a dogma, an action that runs counter to the openness neces¬ 


sary for developing theory and practice. We wish to see a contin¬ 
ual critique of ideology, a struggle for a more authentic theory. 

We feel that it is necessary that all who endorse the concept that 
socialism is both the end result and the living movement of the. 
self-activity of working people should engage in dialogue and 
activity. There is no point in endless repetitions of the Marx- 
Bakunin debate, rather leFs take our libertarianism where we find 
it, whether it has Anarchist, Syndicalist or Marxist Council- 
Communist origins. 

Let’s abolish the idea that we need sacred texts that we must 
follow, to the exclusion of all others’ writings and opinions. Why 
not treat the writings of the great revolutionists such as Marx, 
Bakunin, Luxembourg, Panneokek as areas to be mined for their 
truths rather than as scriptures culled for the endorsation of a 
particular ideology. In other words let’s be scientific! Let’s quit 
being the modern Protestants, seeing everything in Absolutes 
when reality is so contradictory and complex. For once, let’s try . 
to be dialectical, that word so often used but so little understood. 

Yours for it all, 
WORKERS ANONYMOUS 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Moralistic^Uberalism 

Dear STRIKE! 

Ben Sasway wasn’t railroaded, he jumped on the train. He 


volunteered himself for persecution, like the fools who lay down 
in front of bulldozers at nuke plants, or chain themselves to a 
fence outside the White House. He was polite to the judge, the 
cops, and presumably he’ll be polite to the prison guards and the 
thugs who will beat and rape him in prison. Ben may be “resist¬ 
ing” the draft, but he’s not resisting the state. The fact that you 
still print articles praising pinheads like him shows the continuing 
influence of a strain of moralistic liberalism in STRIKE!. 

Also, don’t you find it ironic that a woman (“Yesman” Annen) 
prosecuted the case? Why didn’t you comment on this? Do ( you 
fear being attacked by the “feminists” of the liberal left? 

For the end of the world as we know it, 
Eugene Black & Red 
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Work? No Thanks! 



‘‘Lefs put America back to work.” — Ronald 
Reagan 

‘ ‘People have a basic needfor real work. ” — Tom 
Hayden 

“Work ... is the foundation of the proletarian 
state.” — Bolshevik court document 
‘‘Arbeit macht frei” (Work makes one free) — 
inscription at the entrance to Auschwitz 


By Bob McGlynn 

The anti-nuclear power and weaponry 
movement makes as a positive point for itself 
the fact that more jobs can be created by produ¬ 
cing alternative energy sources rather than 
nuclear power and by civilian as opposed to 
military production. Yet at countless rallies, one 
is stuck in the midst of chants for “Jobs! Jobs! 
Jobs!” while the leafleters make their rounds 
handing out banal tracts explaining that alterna¬ 
tive production will create more happy 9 to 5 
lives. More work seems to be an end in itself. 

But is more work what we really want and 
need? Do we really want the same old relation¬ 
ships, working for bosses who dictatorially con¬ 
trol the workplace and rip our wealth-creating 
powers off, even if we are producing “good” 
alternative products? And in an age of com¬ 
pletely automated factories and pulsing techno¬ 
logical advance, is more labour intensive 
drudgery necessary? 

To understand where a lot of this is coming 
from, we have to look at the social make-up of a 
large amount of the anti-nuclear movement. 
The composition . includes “professional” 
workers, paid organizers, etc., who may have 
room for creativity in their jobs and don’t neces¬ 


work!” But hearts easily cringe at the “liber- 
/ ating” prospect of leaving the shit line at the 
unemployment office for the shit assembly line 
at the workplace. The initial happiness at scor¬ 
ing a badly needed job more often than not 
turns into a permanent melancholy. This is the 
world of work as we know it. 


The alienation, misery and boredom of 
labour in contemporary society is well known 
and documented. But the rebellion against work 
and for free time, leisure time, is the other side 
of workers’ history which neither the bosses nor 
the aspiring bosses of the “left” want us to know 
about. This history ranges from the fight for the 
8 hour day to daily resistance against speed-ups 
(like throwing marbles into the right place to 
stop racing assembly lines) to that wonderfully 
simple and effective method of absenteeism. 
Many of us have, or know people who have, 
gotten fired on purpose in order to collect 
unemployment or have stretched out a compen¬ 
sation case beyond a recovery. We all know 
these things, they aren’t secrets and we don’t 
have to get defensive by denying them because 
the state waves its finger at us. 

We’ve paid what has been defined as “our 
dues” and been ripped off again and again. 
These aren’t acts of laziness but rational, 
healthy expressions against the abusive and 
insulting world of working to profit capitalists 
who may have either cushy daily routines or 
don’t work or do anything. 

Let’s remember the future was here a long 
time ago. Fully automated factories are here. 
Computers that filled entire rooms now fit in the 


sarily despise their work, students, marginal and 
transient workers who have a lot of free time on 
their hands. To this add your “techies” (people 
involved with alternative technology) who have 
a vested interest in pushing work-intensive tech¬ 
nology and cheerleading from capitalists sim¬ 
ilarly interested, and you have a group that is 
not in touch with the realities of life for the 
majority of workers such as secretaries, truckers 
and housewives. What this shows is how some 
of the politics of the anti-nuke movement is 
self-serving. 

Of course, though, we need alternative and 
healthier technologies like conservation, solar 
and wind power. Military production should 
end and, if needed, theseYactilities should be 
re-tooled for life-promoting, useful products. 
We need a way out of our increasingly ruined 
living situation but not the promotion of 
another “full employment” nausea. 

The poor, unemployed, welfare recipients 
and those who have suffered and paid the most 
yet gotten the least may be saying, “Yes, we need 


palm of your hand. Robotics are proceeding at a 
fast pace. It is estimated that all of us only have 
to work a few hours a week if a sane application 
of known science is applied fo the work process. 
We can produce increased wealth with less work. 
There is no reason to work ourselves to death. 
The logic of capitalism is in our way, though. 
Capital isn’t going to share the wealth “pro¬ 
duced” by robots which were in fact made by 
workers like those displaced by them. 

This is a situation which has to be over¬ 
thrown. Workers, the community and society as 
a whole must exert direct democratic control of 
production and its proceeds. (The self-man¬ 
agement demands of Poland’s Solidarnosc can 
be helpful in this regard.) We can then really be / 
in a position to decide what we want to produce 
and how to produce it with environmental safe¬ 
ty. A situation of vastly increased leisure time 
can be created enabling us to live our lives more 
fully and creatively. The imperialist hold on the 
Third World could end allowing us to channel 
free wealth to them instead of the other way 
around. The work we do can be redefined and 


rearranged to intermingle learning and play, to 
make for a wholeness where life isn’t alienated 
, into stifling compartments. 

Let’s talk about the lives we can really live. At 
a minimum, we could at least be taking the 
demand for a shorter work week seriously. But 
even that is such a mundane compromise. We 

■. 


Anarchist 

Viewpoint 


should take a hint from the popular appeal of 
science fiction and futuristic writings, that wild 
imaginings of a better world can be real. The 
detonation required for this can’t speak of more 
work but must address a life-enhancing freedom 
from work. 



Anarchist Viewpoint is a regular feature of STRIKE! which seeks to pre¬ 
sent material from the international Anarchist press with which the editorial 
collective is in substantial agreement. Such material may be of a topical or 
theoretical nature. Our aim is to expose our readers to the debates and 
controversies which are shaping modern Anarchism. 


HI mis cuiuon or Anarcmst viewpoint we tocus upon the critique of work in contemporary 
society. Our feature article ‘Work? No Thanks!’ is by Bob McGlynn an anarchist and member 
of the Brooklyn Anti-Nuclear Group (BANG). Complimenting it is ‘Anarchism: Taking it to 
the Heart’ by Casse Ole a member of the Regina based anarchist group Centre and one time 

Anarchism: """" ** ** 

Taking it to the Heart 



By Cass Ole 

“Researchers in Sweden and the United 
States have uncovered a strong link between 
heart disease and people with jobs that have a 
‘low decision latitude’ — that is they have little 
control over their work.” 

So goes the introduction to an article on 
work and health published in a recent issue of 
the English journal New Scientist. The com¬ 
bined efforts of groups working at Columbia 
University in the U.S. and the Stockholm 
National Institute for Psychosocial Factors 
have come to the conclusion that occupations 
which do not allow the individual to make 
decisions on the use of their time can produce a 
health risk, “roughly of the same order of mag¬ 
nitude as smoking or serum cholesterol” 

The study makes it clear that jobs such as 
assembly line labourers (one of the traditional 
subjects of left-wing sociological studies) are 
not the only culprits. Waiting on tables or sim¬ 
ilar tasks which involve prolonged contact with 
the general public on a less than equal basis also 
come under fire. All of this overturns the con¬ 
ventional view that too much stress is the pri¬ 
mary cause of job related illness. A certain level 
of pressure within reasonable limits seems to be 
best; this combined with a large measure of 
active control over the direction of the work 
itself. The article also suggests that specific but 
unrelated areas of work are best for human 
health. By way of example these include 1) 
highly skilled occupations such as medicine and 
the natural sciences, 2) traditional or folk skills 
i.e. blacksmithing, milwright work, 3) skills 
involving outdoor work or work requiring 
physical exertion i.e. forestry and conservation 
work. The authors of the study, one of which 
was an engineer and two others scociologists, 
point out that not all the facts are in concerning 
any exact correlation between any particular 
job and the health of people in that area on a 
statistical basis. Also the report dealt only with 
male workers in both Sweden and the United 
States observed over a three year period. 

I find the above interesting in light of argu¬ 
ments making the rounds amongst libertarian 
groups and individuals concerning the efficacy 
of human biology as a point of departure for a 
radical theory of social change. During the 
recent Anarchos Institute conference in Mont¬ 
real, Canada, Noam Chomsky made reference 
to the importance of work as an integral part of 
human “nature” and for his pains was roundly 


criticized, I think unfairly, by some members of 
the anarchist press. I can really only wonder 
what some of our apostles of eternal childhood 
have planned for us on the “day after the revo¬ 
lution”. I shudder to think. If as we hear so 
often, too often, in leftist circles that advanced 
technologies are at the best of times something 
to be approached with suspicion and fear then 
how pray tell is the work of the world going to 
be done? (Please no bullshit about how these 
things will sort themselves out.) It seems to me 
regardless of what level of technology is 
accepted in the future there will still be some if 
not much hard work to be done. Whether or 
not a given communard gets to work with com¬ 
puters or neurosurgery in the normal course of 
his/her life, some basics would not change. 
People will still have to drive trucks, muck out 
stables and a host of other less than glamourous 
things. This seems reasonable both from the 
viewpoint of ecology i.e. diversity, and plain 
common sense. Although I can not prove it I 
strongly suspect there are some forms of con¬ 
trol based in our biological heritage which 
would tend to discourage any attempt to totally 
reorganize human life along the lines of a 1955 
style science fiction “utopia”. For instance, in 
the real world the electric automobile and the 
automated train if these should come to pass, 
would have to share the right of way with the 
bicycle and the horse. This is reasonable not 
only from the point of view of that old engineer¬ 
ing dictum about using the simplest machine 
that will do the job, it is probably the sort of 
choice many people would make for personal 
reasons. 

Any sort of biological push towards “social 
ecology” is obviously not enough but we 
should try to envisage the possibility that the 
emotional and the intellectual side of life are 
not always at odds and are in fact very oft$n 
working in aid of each other. Certainly if the. 
information contained in the article mentioned 
above is any indication then a good case could 
be made for not only self-management in each 
of our main areas of interest but for a multipli¬ 
city of activities and interests as a necessary part 
of living. In many ways life in an anarchist 
society would not be very different from that. 
lived by many of the more skilled and mod-; 
vated already. The main difference that we 
would all get to do our share of the interesting 
as well as the mundane. 




Nasty Secretary Liberation Front 
c/o 55 Sutter Street, #829 
San Francisco. CA 94104 
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Polskie Feministki 

Women have played a crucial role in ‘Solidarnosc’ from the 
beginning. The firing of Anna Walentynowicz from her job as a 
crane driver in the Gdansk shipyards sparked the strikes of 
August 1980, that saw her reinstatement. Alina Pionkowska, a 
nurse who set up a charter of rights for health service employees 
and Henrykan Krjywonos, a bus driver who demanded the ship¬ 
yard workers support other industries that joined their strike, 
iielped strengthen workers’ morale in those first crucial days. 

In addition, women called and organized many strikes all over 
Poland. In the predominantly female textile industries of Lodz 
women organized a series of ‘hunger marches’ in July, 1981, as a 
protest against food shortages. 

Even after the imposition of martial law in December 1981, 
women did not resign themselves to their situation. They con¬ 
tinue to be defiant, questioning soldiers who stop them in the 
street, wearing ‘solidarnosc’ badges and resisting interrogation by 
the security forces. 

Women were so persistent in their determination to protest in 
the market square in Poland, by daily laying a cross and anchor of 
flowers, the Polish symbol for resistance, that the authorities have 
now blocked the square off and dug it up, supposedly to do 
repairs they said were necessary to correct the damages done by 
police riots during demonstrations. 

Many women and their families have been interned by the 
military government. They’ve been sacked from their jobs, their 
children forcibly put into foster care homes and had their family 
ration cards taken away. The conditions in most of the women’s 
prisons are also described as harsh. Women had to collect snow to 
wash themselves. They were allowed no books or visits over 
Xmas. Medical care was inadequate. 

The release of some dissidents and the promised relaxation of 
military rule suggests that the authorities have succeeded in per¬ 
manently suppressing ‘Solidarnosc’. Despite the suppression, 
some of the changes that people fought so hard for and won, still 
remain. 

Women have gained two years maternity leave with the first 
year paid. Students won an extra year’s study in certain university 
departments. Unemployment benefits were also introduced but 
they are extremely minimal. But still the internees’ question 
remains. ~ 

These events show why the plight of Polish women has been 
taken up by ‘Polskie Feministki’, a Polish women’s group in 
London, England, which has been meeting for 3 Vi years. They are 
concerned with on-going Polish issues and with stabilizing links 
with women in Poland. They call for the release of all the internees 
and the restoration of ‘Solidarnosc’ as an official organization. 

‘Polskie Feministki’ has a list of 300 women held in various 
prisons in Poland. They also have a list of names and addresses of 
government officials and public bodies to whom letters can be 
sent. They are asking women’s groups to adopt a prisoner, to 
write to her and put pressure on the government on her behalf. 
Further information is available from Polskie Feministki, c/o 374 
Grays Inn Road, London, WC1, U.K.. 

Anti-Militarism in Amsterdam 

On May 24th, the International women’s day for disarmament^ 
the Vrouwen Vredesteamp, the first women’s peace camp in the 
Netherlands, was set up outside the U.S. Air transporter base at 
Soesteduinen near Utrecht. The women who initiated it were local 
‘women for peace’ and ‘Amsterdam women against militarism.’ 
The camp was quickly organized to make decisions and carry out 
the practical chores. The structure was based on affinity groups 
which discussed plans and made proposals which would then go 
to full meetings. This means that the women get to know each 
other in small groups and stay with these groups for actions such 
as dealing with police. 

The aim of the peace camps is to highlight the presence of the 
military and to provide a meeting place for other activists. Thq 
camp is for women only but men can come to the information 
desk, bring money, food, etc.. 

The women occupied the site during the June NATO exercises 
that the base is: involved in with Germany. They received a lot of 
local as well as national support. From the original group and 
others since, a core-group of about 15 women are committed to 
an all-women’s permanent camp on an alternative site outside thi 
L base. 


Two Solutions 

By Pat Murtagh 

Downtown Regina is not anyone’s favourite place to be. 

Unless, of course, you are armed to the teeth and have two years 
of commando training. Regina’s highlights over the years have 
'included the worst wafer in Canada, the most intolerable weather 
this side of Siberia and, for several years running, the highest 
murder rate in Canada. The government’s solution has been to 
knock down Regina’s seedy downtown core and to erect govern¬ 
ment office buildings on the ruins (in Regina it seems that every¬ 
one either works for the government or lives off it). The result has, 
of course, been that the sleeze diffuses outwards to formerly safe 
central working class neighbourhoods. While I was living in 
Regina some years back and living in one such neighbourhood I 
had a job with Henderson’s Directory, knocking on doors and 
snooping into peoples’ lives. At least one third of the people in 
that area were on welfare, UI or had no visible means of support. 

And this was in relatively good economic times! 

Regina has always been a ‘rough’ city. Its main demographic 
function has been to funnel people in from the rural areas, people 
who fail to find work in Regina and soon pass on to larger centres 
such as Calgary or Vancouver. A transient population is always a 
violent population. In recent years this migration has acquired 
racial overtones as increasing numbers of natives have migrated 
into Regina, and the present tensions have the character of a 
barely disguised race war. 

As the old skid row was demolished street prostitutes (as 
distinguished from those supplied to hotel patrons by the pillars 
of society managing Regina’s ‘high class’ hotels) have moved their 
business into a residential area in one downtown neighbourhood 
known as ‘Germantown’. This naturally has not gone over well 
with the local residents, and early last summer residents took to 
the streets to protest the situation — without the encouragement 
of the so-called community associations that are stuffed with city 
government hacks. The people were complaining about traffic 
dangers created by men watching the prostitutes, of increasing 
crime due to the presence of hookers and pimps (elderly residents 
were especially afraid of personal violence from the pimps) and of 
damage to property from prostitutes and drunks after their 
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services. 

The sense of anger can be guaged from comments at a meeting 
the protestors had with city officials. “It’s like a traffic zone. I’ve 
already punched out one mean bugger because he went right into 
my home and solicited my wife. I’ll do it again.” “I’ve been 
approached twice. The second time I was out in my garden and 
had a hoe in my hand. If he would have left his truck I would have 
hit him right in the face.” And so on .... The residents were quite 
clear about who was responsible for their problem. As one man 
said, “This has all come from a big push to get the prostitutes out 
of the downtown area. Why can’t we get them to a house where it 
can all be regulated?”. 

This last comment expresses the difference between the solu¬ 
tion proposed by local residents and the solutions the city was 
willing to offer. The residents wished to see prostitution legalized 
and removed from their streets to a house or warehouse. As one 
woman put it, “It only takes one spelling mistake to change 
warehouse to whorehouse”. The city, unwilling to see legalized 
prostitution (and possibly lose the votes of religious nuts safely 
ensconced in the suburbs away from the problems their morals 
create) and unwilling to give up any smidgeon of power, merely 
proposed increased policing and a new anti-solicitation bylaw. 
This has been passed, but the experience of other cities shows it 
won’t solve the problem. 

The people of downtown Regina are to be commended for their 
good sense. Their solution would, of course, be our solution as. 
anarchists. Their solution would remove a source of danger and 
nuisance by increasing the amount of liberty in society and by 
removing laws. The city, like governments worldwide, can only 
respond by increasing repression. And, as in so many other fields, 
this solves nothing. 


t tU j i. 


By Brian Amesly 

Since the great events of the summer of 1980 anarchists and 
libertarian communists have found much to be inspired by in the 
struggle in Poland particularly with the emergence of a massive 
proletarian movement employing the use of direct action on a 
large scale and raising the demand for workers’ self-management 
of the economy. We have also noted with interest the many 
denunciations in the official Polish media of anarchists and sydi-. 
calists wondering whether these were merely the twisted utteran¬ 
ces of bureaucratic mouthpieces attempting to slander the move¬ 
ment or whether they revealed an accurate comprehension of 
some of the more radical tendencies at work. 

Now thanks to the efforts of the German section of the anarcho- 
syndicalist International Workers Association we not only have 
learned that there are in fact consciously anarchist and anarcho- 
syndicalist groups still functioning in Poland but also know a bit 


Unclassifieds 


about them. Our source is a ‘Proclamation to the Libertarian 
Movement in the West’ issued by a Warsaw-based anarchist 
group which outlines the activities and publications of a contem¬ 
porary Polish anarchist movement whose literature and ideas 
have been disseminated among thousands of people making an 
impact particularly among the left wing tendencies in Solidar¬ 
nosc. In the next issue of STRIKE! a synopsis of the proclamation 
will be published. 

For now it is urgent to note that our German comrades, who 
have contacts in Poland, have responded to an appeal for support 
by establishing an international solidarity fund. The STRIKE! 
Collective is responding in kind by establishing a North American 
collection point for this fund and we urge your generous support. 
Write: Polish Solidarity Fund c/o STRIKE! P.O. Box 284, Main 
Station, St. Catharines, Ontario L2R 6T7, Canada. 


Unclassifieds 



Unclassifieds 


Biographies wanted of ex-prisoners who studied 
law while incarcerated and upon their release 
went into the legal field successfully. These are 
being sought by an inmate preparing a mono¬ 
graph based upon such biographies for publica¬ 
tion as'a book. Persons who can be of assistance 
are requested to write: Thoams W. Smith Jr. 6 
-82411, Menard Maximum Penitentiary, P.O. 
Box 711, Menard, Illinois 62259, USA. 

Books for Prisoners: Left Bank Books spon¬ 
sors a ‘Books for Prisoners’ project which sends 
miscellaneous books to inmates everywhere 
(provided an institutions allows them in.) This 
is possible thanks to a postage grant and dona¬ 


tions of books and money. Prisoners wishing to 
receive books and persons on the outside wish¬ 
ing to help out through donations are urged to 
write: Books for Prisoners, Box A, Left Bank 
Books, 92 Pike St., Seattle, Washington 98101, 
USA. 

Emancipation is a monthly magazine published 
by the Anarchist Association of the Americas 
with news, analysis and comment. Subscrip¬ 
tions to this four-year-old publication are 
$4/year, $7.50/two years, $ 10/ year for institu¬ 
tions and free to prisoners. For a sample copy 
send a self-addressed envelope to AAA, Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin Station Box 840, Washington 
D.C. 20044, USA. 

Free Spirits is a new surrealist-based interna¬ 
tional revolutionary cultural annual. The first 


mammoth issue features articles on a very wide 
range of topics and is profusely illustrated, 224 
pages. “If the 1960’s was a decade of hopeful 
vision and the 1970’s one of intensive focus on 
special issues by isolated radicals, today’s peri¬ 
lous times call for a new unity of revolutionary 
cultural forces to link daily life with all the 
arts.” Order direct ($9.45 post paid) from Black 
Swan Press, 1726 Jarvis, Chicago Illinois 60626. 
Leaflets Available: The Libertarian Workers’ 
Group has leaflets (one each) on the Middle 
East (2), Labour Day and anti-militarism. A 
donation would be appreciated to cover costs. 

Also available are copies of “We Want Free¬ 
dom: A Jewish Anarchist Statement” for $1.00 
each. 

Literature: Yes, anarchists do have their own 
literature and our address is one place you can 
get it. For a free catalogue write: Impossible 
Books, 3435 N. Sheffield #202, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois 60657 

North American Anarchist Network: To partici- 
pate send 50 copies of whatever you wish to 
share to NAAN, P.O. Box 18488, Denver, Co. 
80218. $2-$3. donation encouraged. NAAN 
collates all submissions and exercises no edi¬ 
torial control. Deadlines are February 1st, May 
1st, August 1st and November 1st. 
Poster/Manifesto appealing for an interna¬ 
tional protest campaign against the formal 
removal of the right to strike from the State 
Constitution of China. The text documents, 
numerous recent examples of worker unrest on 
the mainland. For copies and information con¬ 
tact: Hong Kong Association for Solidarity 
with the Chinese Democratic Movement, 
T.T.M., P.O. Box 60071, Hong Kong. Please 
include a donation towards costs. 

Third World Nationalism and the State is a new 
contribution to the ongoing and timely debate 
on issues related to national liberation move¬ 
ments in the Third World. Written by Sam 
Dolgoff this 20 page pamphlet focusses upon 
Africa. Individual copies are 75c, 5-10 copies 


are 60c each and 11 or more are 50c each. 
Contact: Resurgence, P.O. Box 2824, Station A, 
Champaign, Ill. 61820, USA. 

Subs, are $6.00 for 6 issues to individuals (by 
voluntary donation) or $12.00 to institutions 
with funded acquisition programmes. 

S.R.A.F. Bulletin: The discussion bulletin of tHe 
Social Revolutionary Anarchist Federation has 
been re_vived. It is now published by Frontline, 
P.O. Box 21071, Washington, D.C. 20009 
Titles on Polish Solidarity: D.H. Back Press has 
a series of excellent publications available on 
Poland. These include books and posters such 
as ‘The Strike in Gdansk’, ‘A Flag and a Door’, 
‘Who Are the Workers’, ‘Solidarity Under 
Siege’ and ‘Solidarity’s Appeal’ at low prices or 
all five are available for $6.00 postpaid. Contact 
D.H. Back Press, Box 714, New Haven, Conn. 
06510, USA. 

Volya No. 3 is now available with a new 
^expanded format. Published by the Campaign 
for Solidarity with the Soviet Working Class 
this issue contains fresh reports of repression 
and unrest from Soviet-East Europe, Nicara¬ 
gua and a special report on the Soviet role in 
Africa. Annual subscriptions are two pounds 
($4.00 U.S.) Bookshops receive a 50% discount 
on bulk orders. Please send hard currency to 
avoid bank rip-offs. 


Calendar 


Montreal 

LALAW Conference: “Revolution and Reaction 
in Central America” the weekend of March 
27-28 sponsored by Libertarian Aid to Latin 
American Workers and the Anarchos Institute. 
For information as it becomes available contact 
LALAW, c/o Librarie Alternative, 2033 boul. 
St. Laurent, Montreal Quebec. 
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Student Conference 

PSN Lacks Purpose, Identity ... 


Jon Bekken 

150 student activists from around the coun¬ 
try converged in Detroit for the third annual 
conference of the Progressive Student Net¬ 
work. The conference, held at Wayne State 
University, took place October 16th and 17th. 

Built around the slogan “Education, Not 
Annihilation”, the conference had a strong 
emphasis on the growing wave of U.S. militar¬ 
ism. Other issues given major attention at the 
conference included fighting resurgent racism, 
and student organizing. 

Those in attendance heard speakers ranging 
from Black activist (and DSA officer) Manning 
.Marable, to a member of Solidarity who is 
scheduled to return to Poland in a few months. 
Other speakers included several activists from 
the struggles of the late sixties and early seven¬ 
ties, several of whom appeared to have entered 
into vanguard politics of late. A variety of panel 
discussions were conducted on topics such as 
the ‘Struggle for Reproductive Rights’, ‘Alter¬ 
native to Reaganomics’, ‘Struggle for World 
Peace’ and ‘Fighting Back Resurgent Racism.’ 

Most successful, however, were a series of 
workshops, all of which were scheduled at the 
same time (preventing conference participants 
from attending more than one). The workshops v 
— which provided opportunities for activists 
from around the country to share information, 
to discuss tactics, etc. — were designed to 
appeal to a wide political spectrum. Among the 
topics discussed were the Draft, the Disarma¬ 
ment Movement, Militarism on Campus, 
Reproductive Freedom and Equality for 
Women, Fighting Racism on Campus, and two 
workshops on coalition building. Workshops 
on gay rights and violence against women were 
cancelled at the last minute. 

The workshops were definitely the highlight 
of the conference, offering opportunities for 
real dialogue and sharing of information, 

..r 


. - .. 

unlike the windy speeches that dominated the 
rest of the conference. Unfortunately, confer¬ 
ence organizers scheduled only one round of 
workshops (last year’s conference had two), 
thus forcing participants to choose only one of 
a variety of interesting topics. The workshops 
themselves, however, were much improved 
from last year’s, which had concentrated on 
drafting resolutions to be voted on in the con¬ 


ference’s final session. 

The most interesting speaker was the activist 
from Solidarity (who is not being named, in 
case the Polish junta doesn’t yet have his name). 
He spoke of the need to support Solidarity, and 
more importantly to build organizations like 
Solidarity in our midst. An economist, the 
speaker noted the irrationality (from an eco¬ 
nomic point of view) of the arms race, and the 
material hardships that continued diversion of 
resources into weapons was creating. He also 
challenged the assumption that authoritarian 
control of the economy was more efficient, 
arguing that “The situation in Poland not only 
permits but requires active participation by the 
people ... this is the only chance for socialism.” 

He noted that the government’s tactics in 
suppressing the workers’ movement in Poland 
were “inhuman, and completely contradictory 
to the principles of socialism,” but was pessi¬ 
mistic about the short-term potential for 
change. Following this speech, Black activist 
Manning Marable spoke of the struggle against 
racist violence, the need to build coalitions, and 
socialism. 

Marable, an officer of the liberal Democratic 
Socialists of America (DSA) gave a rousing 
speech targetting Reagan, the criminal justice 
system and racist vigilantes. Charging that 
“Reagan’s budget cuts” (endorsed by the 
Democrats) were the equivalent of capital pun¬ 
ishment directed against the country’s poor, he. 
noted that the effort to save capitalism was 
being carried out at the expense of millions of 
poor people. 

Stating that “the struggle is not merely 
against the narrow reactionaries,... the struggle 
is to gain power for the people themselves”, 
Marable stated that neither the Republican nor 
the Democratic parties would confront the 
basic inequities in society. Marable was fol¬ 
lowed by three speakers — each more boring 
than the last — who spoke on the struggles in 
the late sixties and early seventies, their roles in 
those struggles, and how they see those strug¬ 
gles relating to the current situation. All three 
targetted the Democratic party for heavy criti¬ 
cism, one stating that “the Democratic party is 
the graveyard of every movement that goes into 
it... the liberals ... are the bait on the end of the 
hook.” 

Despite these warnings, conference partici¬ 
pants went on, in a frenzied two hour meeting, 
to endorse a national lobbying effort to support 
“friends of education” in. Congress. At that 
final meeting, a number of resolutions were 
passed, a new structure of tfye Progressive Stu¬ 
dent Netwofk was adopted (the third in three 
years), and a slate of officers was elected (in 30 
seconds flat). 

The meeting was kept under strict control 
from the chair, who ruled several amendments 
(to motions) out of order because they had not 
obtained prior approval by the conference’s 
Coordinating Committee* prevented some 
resolutions that h^d gone through the channels 
from reaching the floor, cut off speakers in the 




PSN conferees in search of direction. 


middle of their remarks to either rule them out 
of order, or to proceed to a vote, etc. One 
participant stated that it was the most undemo¬ 
cratic meeting he had ever seen. 

Among the amendments barred from discus¬ 
sion or consideration was one calling for a same 
time/same place demonstration to confront the 
Washington DC Klan march, November 6th.. 
Amendments to the PSN structure were not 
considered unless okayed by the authors of the 
proposal. Many participants left that meeting, 
which concluded the conference, outraged over 
the suppression of discussion. 

In many ways, the meeting symbolized a 
problem that is plaguing the PSN at this time. 
The PSN lacks a vision of what kind of an 
organization it is, and where it is trying to go. 
Many in PSN leadership seem to view the 
organization as the reincarnation of SDS, while 
many members seem to view the organization 
more as a network of activists and groups. 
There was no opportunity in the conference to 
discuss broader goals or direction, although 
such issues frequently popped up (and were 
quickly suppressed) in the course of other dis¬ 
cussion. In short, PSN is a group grasping for 
roots and for a sense of purpose and identity. 


and its leadership is working to ensure that such 
issues are not discussed. 

These problems are reflected in the fact that 
attendance at the PSN conferences has fallen 
significantly each year they have been held. The 
conference was not a total failure, the work¬ 
shops alone could make the conference worth¬ 
while (especially if.structured such that one 
could over the course of the weekend attend 
several). And it did offer student activists from 
two-thirds of the country (no one attended 
from the west coast) an opportunity to get 
together to talk about the issues that confront 
them. 

But it could have been much more. The flyer 
for the conference summed it up well: “We see 
the need for a broad-based, multi-issue net¬ 
work which facilitates communication and 
exchange of experiences between student acti¬ 
vists. Every year the PSN has a national confer- ' 
ence which serves two functions. First, to edu¬ 
cate ourselves about current issues ... And 
second, to provide an opportunity for students 
involved in different issues to meet and discuss 
their ideas and activities ....” 

That didn’t happen, and it remains neces¬ 
sary. 



Unlimited General Strike Needed 


by Tom Baker 

The Parti Quebecois of Rene Levesque tabled a decree on 
December 9th that would cut public sector wages as much as 20% 
during the first quarter of 1983. The government of Quebec is also 
planning to freeze public employee wages at current levels after 
March next year. 

The wage reductions bill will hit teachers, hospital workers and 
government employees in particular. The workers, mostly 
members of the militant confederation of National Trade Unions 
are coordinating a fight-back against the state with the Quebec 
Federation of Labour and the Federation of Teachers of Quebec 
aimed at creating an unlimited general strike to end the legislation 
and win improvements in their collective agreements. 

As the Canadian Union of Public Employees has pointed out 
the real reason the Quebec state is strapped for cash is because of 
their corporate bail-outs and the federal state’s commitment to an 
over valued currency. Combined with a 50% decline in the corpo¬ 
rate share of tax revenue since the early 50’s, governments are 
increasingly inclined to shift the burden of their deficits to the 
working class. However this scheme has reckoned without the 
unity of the Quebec labour movement. 

The Common Front of unions is proposing better wages and 
job security provisions, improved work conditions for child-care 
workers and the rights of women to maternity and equal wages 
for work of equal value. However the state has made no move to 
satisfy workers’ suggestions. Rather than bargain in good faith 
the state has merely juggled the wage-cut demand so that it 
doesn’t hurt low-paid workers as much. The unions have rejected 
this attempt to divide them. 

As prospects of an unlimited general strike increase public 
employee unions have started using harassment tactics. They are 


eating box lunches so a^ to pressure restauranteurs to support 
them — wage cuts mean less business for cafes. And unionists are 
also pasting up oval pictures of Berube, Quebec government chief 


x 

negotiator, on urinals and toilet seats. It has been reported that as 
a result some are wary of using the washrooms in case Berube 
decides to make another cut. 


Premier Rene Levesque’s in for a hot winter 
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Unemployed Demonstrate 

By Tom Baker 

The November 29th March on Ottawa by the unemployed has 


produced the desired effects. About 250 workers set up a soup 
kitchen on Parliament Hill completing the historic ‘On to Ottawa 
Trek’ that began in 1935. That 1935 initiative was stopped by a 
hail of police bullets in Regina, Saskatchewan. However, the 
message of the ‘trekkers’ has refused to die. 

The message that poverty is still a problem which particularly 
agitates society was not only evident in the soup kitchen protest 
by unemployed groups'from Hamilton, Montreal, Toronto, Wel¬ 
land and Ottawa itself. That view was also expressed in greetings 
sent from the unemployed in Nova Scotia. And workers in British 
Columbia expressed their solidarity with the protest by picketing 
their provincial legislature. 

In addition the days following the Parliament Hill action wit¬ 
nessed an angry occupation of INCO offices in Sudbury by more 
than 100 demonstrators from United Steelworkers of America 
(USWA) local 6500 and the Laid-off INCO/Industrial Employees 
(LIE). And in Hamilton, USWA 1005 sponsored a picket of the 
unemployment insurance offices demanding benefit extentions 
for the unemployed. 

Ottawa protestors heard Dave Patterson, director of USWA 
district 6, Jean Claude Parrot, national president of the Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers, Claude Roy, Confederation of 
National Trade Unions, spokesperson, and Ed Johnston, Cana¬ 
dian Laobur Congress director of organization, speak in favour 
of their demands to create real work, extend Unemployment 
insurance, end wage controls and stop labour concessions. 

The Ottawa soup kitchen was sponsored by the Hamilton- 
Niagara Labur Coalition for Jobs (HNLCJ) and endorsed by the 
Hamilton District Labour Council. They paid for the transport to 
Ottawa with fund-raising dances, plant-gate collections, button 
sales and many union donations. Still the event would have been 
impossible without the aid of tlie Ottawa District Labour Coun¬ 
cil, the Public Service Alliance of Canada and the Ottawa Coali¬ 
tion for Labour Action whic provided sleeping accommodation, 
meeting rooms and a large supper for the visitors. 

On the second day of their stay in Ottawa the unemployed 



organizations met to found a national liason committee which 
will cooperate to seek affiliations from organized labour, unem¬ 
ployed groups and their allies across Canada. In addition the 
CLC is now committed to a protest action around their February 
8th conference on the economy in Ottawa. As well the CNTU in 
Quebec is sponsoring a massive ‘Long March for Jobs’ in mid- 
May which will involve employed and unemployed in a walk 
through the cities and villages to Ottawa to protest unemploy¬ 
ment. It should arrive in Ottawa on May 28th. 

From the point of view of local organizing the demonstration 
was also worthwhile for the HNLCJ. Since the protest the 
number of activists in the organization has tripled. If you want to 
support the activities of the coalition or the liason committee 
address your donations and letters of support to HNLCJ, 148-350 
Quigley Road, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, L8K 5N2. 


Labour Militants Share Notes 


By Brian Amesly 

Few among the several hundred participants in the November 
12-13 Labor Notes 1982 Conference held in Detroit were not 
favourably impressed. Held around the theme of ‘Organizing 
Against Concessions’ the gathering drew together employed and 
unemployed workers active in a wide variety of different unions 
from over twenty U.S. states and three Canadian provinces. Its 
stated purposes were: 1. The Development of Resistance to Con¬ 
cessions, 2. Education, and 3. The Development of Networks of 
Activists. 

Generally, the conference at least partially realized the fulfill¬ 
ment of all three objectives with the most notable success being in 
education. Everyone learned from each other’s experiences and 
gained important new insights into where the fight against con¬ 
cessions stands on a variety of fronts. This was particularly the 
case with respect to the workshops and the informal one to one 
exchanges which proved to be the lifeblood of the conference. 



United Steelworkers’ activist from Sudbury, Ontario speaks to 
the work-shop on unemployed organizing. 


Yet not everything went well at this level. Some workshops such 
as those held by the Canadians who caucused twice accomplished 
little of substance. This contrasted with others like the two work¬ 
shops on unemployed organizing which provided a wealth of 
experiences, information and contacts around issues with enor¬ 
mous potential just waiting to be tapped. 


The same could not be said for the formal sessions. While they 
did have their moments the content consisted of a lot of standard 
trade union speeches without any follow-up question periods. 
These would have made this part of the conference far more 
interesting and worthwhile. 

The centrepiece was the banquet at which Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers’ President Jean-Claude Parrot was the keynote 
speaker. His characteristically militant speech providing a general 
overview of capital’s attack on labour and the need for an 
appropriate response provided little that was surprising to the 
Canadians in attendance who are well aware of the type of stands 
he takes. Nonetheless, for the Americans he was something 
almost beyond belief given his open advocacy of general strikes as 
an integral part of an offensive by workers. All too accustomed to 
the despicable bureaucrats who rule the AFL-CIO Parrot was to 
them revolutionary by comparison and drew an enthusiastic 
standing ovation. 

This response to Parrot plus the enthusiasm engendered by the 
Canadian Chrysler strike, for which a generous collection was 
taken, obviously led many of the Americans to view Canadian 
unions as beacons of militance to be exemplified in the U.S. 
Towards this the Canadians felt either amusement or frustration 
born of their knowledge of how the ‘militant’ image of their 
unions conceals the predominantly rotten reality of business 
unionism and unabashed subordination to capital. Sadly, not 
much was done afterwards to shatter the prevailing illusion. 

But these negative features together with the social-democratic 
orientation of the conference hosts towards ‘progressive union¬ 
ism’ were overshadowed by the positive features. Notably, the 
non-hierarchical and non-sectarian interaction w r hich took place 
outside of the formal sessions. These constitute the basis for 
whatever networking by rank and file militants will emerge from 
the conference. 

Still another positive feature was the simple fact that the confer¬ 
ence took place not to mention being very well organized. Conse¬ 
quently, a very good precedent was set for future gatherings 
thereby providing new opportunities to develop rank and file 
activism. For anarchists and libertarian communists the possibili¬ 
ties provided are not to be missed for the simple reason that the 
inherent potential for our ideas to flourish to the detriment of the 
deadening influence of social democracy within the working class 
is considerable. 


Help! 

The saying, “Times are tough and so are we,” is old 
and perhaps worn. Yet, it embodies the spirit needed for 
the lagging STRIKE! fundraising drive. For now as 
December begins we still find ourselves below a $3000 
total in a capaign with a set target of $10,000. 

Although the STRIKE! Collective and a number of 
groups/individuals committed to this drive since it 
began still have some rabbits to pull from our collective 
hats the fact is both time and ideas will soon run 
out. The urgency of this situation cannot be overstated. 
STRIKE! needs your support and it needs it now. So 
please be generous and act quickly. Prove to us you’re 
tough! 


1. Times are tough but so are 
we. Here’s my donation of: 

□ $10 □ $25 □ $50 

□ $100 □ $250 □ $500 

□ Other $_ 


2. Sign me up as a STRIKE! 
Sustainer for the next 12 

months. Enclosed is $_ 

toward my pledge of: 

□ $60 n$120 □ $240 

□ $480 □ Other $__ 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE/PROVINCE POSTAL/ZIP CODE 


Please make checks and money orders payable to: 
STRIKE! • P.O. Box 284, Main Station • St. Catharines 
Ontario • Canada • L2R 6T7 





Labour Pains 



Cancer and the Workplace 


There’s a great controversy about the proportion of cancers in 
America that are work-related. 

The estimates go from 1 percent — 5 percent favored by 
industry, to as high as 40 percent from a report by the National 
Cancer Institute a couple of years ago. 

The American Industrial Health Council (an industry group 
formed to simply fight OSHA cancer standards) recently hired a 
consultant to challenge the report. 

He estimated that only 20% of cancers are occupationally 
caused. 

That means even the companies admit that at least 200 people 
each day die from cancer they got at work. 


High Tech: Profits vs. Jobs 


Profits continue to rise in California’s “Silicon Valley” south of 
San Fransisco as the major electronics firms push for increased 
productivity while laying off thousands of workers. 

Signic Corp., which reported $344 million in profits last year, is 
laying off 400 of its 6,000 workers in Sunnyvale. 

National Semiconductor of Santa Clara made $52.3 million in 
profits in 1981. But the company.has laid off 1,000 workers across 
the nation and is planning job movements to satellite plants in 
Utah, Arizona, Conneticut and Scotland. NSC already profits 
from low-wage conditions to the Philippines. 

As the drive for more and more profits and lower and lower 
wages continues high tech workers, already some of the lowest 
paid and least organized workers, will face more layoffs. This will 
also play into national chauvinism since the bosses are likely to 
export jobs to low-wage countries. 


You’ve Got to Give It Up 

As predicted Lloyd McBride, president of the United Steel 
Workers (US W), is so anxious for givebacks to the steel compan¬ 
ies is that he’s pressing hard on local leadership to vote for 
consessions. This policy is being pursued even after the Basic Steel 
Conference Board (made up of all basic steel Local presidents; the 
rank and file are not allowed to directly vote on this or on strikes) 
rejected the industry first round of obsessions. 

In July, the companies demanded massive obsessions — over 
$6 billion out of steelworkers pockets. 

McBride knew he couldn’t get that passed. He was proud at 
having made a proposal for only $2 billion worth of obsessions, 
which the companies rejected. 

At the USW convention in September, McBride made it clear 
that he would offer new givebacks talks, and he made it clear that 
he didn’t appreciate opposition from within the union. 


U.M. Teaching Assistants Reject 
Sell-Out Contract 


Ann Arbor, MI — Teaching Assistants at the University of Michi¬ 
gan voted down a proposed three-year contract last October, and 
are now back at the bargaining table facing University negotiators 
who insist that the TAs — represented by the Graduate Employees 
Organization (American Federation of Teachers, Local 3550) — 
accept a wide-range of concessions. 

The defeated contract which would have resulted in an average 
before-inflation pay increase of $35.00 pr year, with some taking a 
take-home pay cut of $50 or more per year; would have given the 
University the right to terminate TAs for nomjob relatedconduct; 
would have eliminated the University’s obligation to provide TAs 
with copies of the contract; and guaranteed no pay raises what¬ 
soever after the contract’s first year. 

The University, and some union officials, tried to sell the con¬ 
tract by threatening an even worse contract if the proposed con¬ 
tract was defeated, and by misrepresenting the contract’s provi¬ 
sions. In one anonymously-distributed (and expensively printed) 
leaflet, contract supporters claimed that TAs would receive 
“about” $700 more per year under the proposal, a figure which 
assumed a 54 hour work week (across eight months); not one 
member of the 1,600 person unit works that many hours, instead 
the average member works (or, more accurately, is paid for) 13 
hours per week. Contract supporters engaged in continual strike¬ 
baiting and red-baiting directed against supporters of “Member¬ 
ship for a Fair Contract”, an ad-hoc coalition of anti-contract 
forces. 

The contract was defeated by a 57%»to 43% margin, and 
contract supporters were unsuccessful in attempts to send the 
contract back out for a second vote. Instead, the membership ■ 
recalled the bargaining team, sending a new team back to the table. 

In addition, the membership adopted a set of guidelines designed 
to ensure strict membership control over the negotiations, and 
prevent the bargaining team from dropping prioritized demands 
without prior approval. A committee was also established to, 
among other things, lay the groundwork for a possible strike. 

Although many union members fear that the G.E.O. is too weak 
to strike the University — it last struck in 1975, winning after 31 
days — and others have argued that they would rather accept a 
sell-out contract than fight for a decent one (indeed, one contract 
supporter called for ratifying the proposed contract “so that we 
won’t have to deal with it for three years”), others have argued that 
militant action is necessary in order to secure a living wage and 
decent working conditions. At this point, the average union 
member makes less than $3,000 per year, often working many 
more hours than s/he is paid for. Real wages for Teaching Assis¬ 
tants have been dropping ever since 1976. 
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